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CONPIDENTIAL BOGOTA 967 

EO 11652 GDS 
TAGS PINS, CO 

SUBJ: INTERNAL SECURITY: COLOMBIAN KIDNAP VICTIM RESCUED; 

AMERICAN MINING OFPICIALS STILL BEING HELD 

REF BOGOTA A-267, 10381, 10254 

USCINCSO FOR POLAD 

1 . CARLOS ROBERTO ANGEL, THE LAST OF FIVE MEMBERS OP TWO PROMINENT 
ANTIOQUIAN PAMILIES KIDNAPPED 13 MONTHS AGO, WAS RESCUED BY UNITS 
OP THE POURTH BRIG FEB 2 DURING AN ENCOUNTER WITH A SMALL GROUP 
OP ELN GUERRILLAS. ANGEL SUPFERED HEAD WOUNDS AND AN EYE INJURY, 
APPARENTLY PROM GRENADE PRAGMENTS, BUT IS REPORTEDLY IN GOOD CON- 
DITION IN A MEDELLIN CLINIC POLLOWING SURGERY. 

2. THE CLASH BETWEEN THE MIL AND THE GUERRILLAS TOOK PLACE IN 
A HILLY AREA NEAR THE TIGUE RIVER NOT PAR FROM SEGOVIA IN THE 

DEPT OF ANTIOQUIA. THREE GUERRILLAS WERE KILLED AND THREE CAPTURED. 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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NO GOC LOSSES WERE ANNOUNCED, BUT THERE ARE UNCONFIRMED RUMORS 
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THAT FIVE SOLDIERS WERE KILLED. 

3. TWO DAYS BEEORE THE ENCOUNTER THE NEW COMDT OE THE 4TH BRIG, 

BRIGGEN ARMANDO OREJUELA ESCOBAR, TOLD VISITING COLOMBIAN DESK 
OEFICER MAISTO AND MEDELLIN CONSUL COOPER THAT BRIG ANTI-GUERRILLA 
OPS CONTINUE UNABATED. MAISTO REITERATED USG CONCERN THAT THE OPS 
BE CONDUCTED IN SUCH A MANNER AS TO MINIMIZE THE DANGER TO U S 
CITIZEN HOSTAGES KAST AND DOTSON. OREJUELA SAID THE ARMY IS 
TAKING ALL POSSIBLE PRECAUTIONS; ONE STEP TAKEN WAS TO DISTRIBUTE 
PHOTOS OE THE TWO AMERICANS TO ALL TROOPS IN THE AREA IN THE HOPES 
OE AVOIDING THEIR BEING MISTAKEN EOR GUERRILLAS. HOWEVER OREJUELA 
EMPHASIZED THAT IN A COMBAT SITUATION ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN AND 
THE SAFETY OE THE TWO MINING OEFICIALS CANNOT BE GUARANTEED. 

4. MAISTO AND THE CONSUL ALSO TALKED WITH ERONTINO MINE MANAGER 
ROBERT SWAIN. SWAIN CONFIRMED THAT THE GOC HAD RETURNED THE RANSOM 
MONEY TO THE COMPANY. HE SAID HE HAS RECEIVED INDIRECT INDICATIONS 
THAT KAST AND DOTSON ARE ALIVE AND WELL, BUT CANNOT BE CERTAIN 

OE THIS. MEANWHILE HE INDICATED THE COMPANY IS WAITING TO BE 
CONTACTED AGAIN BY THE GUERRILLAS; HE SAID THE LAST CONTACT 
HAD BEEN THE ABORTIVE RANSOM PAYMENT ATTEMPT IN LATE 
OCT. 

4. COMMENT; THE DISTRIBUTION OE KAST AND DOTSON PHOTOS TO THE 

TROOPS IS A POSITIVE INDICATION THAT THE GOC IS BEING RESPONSIVE 

TO USG CONCERNS OVER THE TWO MEN'S SAEETY. HOWEVER, OREJUELA 

MADE ABSOLUTELY CLEAR THAT THE ANTI GUERRILLA CAMPAIGN WILL CONTINUE, 

AND THE WOUNDING OE THE ANGEL YOUTH IN THE RECENT ENCOUNTER 

UNDERSCORES THE RISK TO HOSTAGES WHICH IS INHERENT IN THE SITUATION. 

WHITE 
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